BY ORDER  OF  THE  SHAH

influenced that of India. Both styles affected pointed
arches, because they were not built with a keystone. An
amateur should not presume to draw conclusions, save
perhaps to observe that the Persians seemed instinctively
to know when to stop.

We descended into a vast underground chamber,
dim and silent. The light of the sun, filtering through
slabs of alabaster set in the ceiling, shone in golden
radiance.

We reclimbed the steps, awed at the thought that
early Islam achieved worldly as well as spiritual glory.
We strolled towards the entrance, beset by small boys in
grey school uniforms and peaked caps, who bumped leather
satchels over the flagged courtyard. They had said their
midday prayers. God would be bountiful to them.
When did we last pray ?

Reluctantly retracing our steps, we plunged into the
humming bazaars, and found ourselves once again in the
Royal Square, blinking in the sunlight with the same
sense of unreality that we felt upon emerging from a
theatre matinee. Which was the less real? The scene
upon which the curtain had just dropped, or the hollow-
sounding come and go of the streets ? We hailed a droshky,
a vehicle like a starved Victoria, and drove home to tea.
As we made our way through, the busy streets, a whole
family upon one horse caught our eye. Father was sternly
seated amidships, mother in front, a small boy before her,
and two other children hanging on behind as best they
could.

In contrast to the holy places of India and 'Iraq, no
difficulties came our way when we wished to visit the Masjid-
i-Shah, the King's Mosque, for we were accompanied by
the Governor's A.D.C. and a police constable. Indeed,
the porter welcomed our advent, sensing a substantial tip.
Tiled walls inside and out were being restored at the Shah's
command, and, moreover, they were being restored well
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